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• Oenerol N0R8TA0 inotructcd e-i„^j BACK to develop :- 
(a> frm SfiilT ^"^P'obe of Soviet intentions 
<b) ?0Bl B 8 tic y s^ d ort 8 t ?/? V ? r thC "-"Position, neoembjy, 
WIND) to restore Autobahn access to BERLIN. 
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MnDi"" 1 " 'f lm of t,ljl0 »"»te 1b to ti^u 
BAOR's orders for those two pinna. 
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l». The Initial Oround 1'robc^ (codcnamc PRE;: STYi.15) consinte 
of a Tripartite Test Convoy which, al though it may be supported 
by armed personnel in APCs or Armoured Cure, will withdraw 
If It io physically obstructed. The more elaborate force 
(Codcnome TRADE iVIND, lhaae I Aseeiroly nnd Training, Hmse II 
Kove to UERLIW), will consiat of a Tripartite Ground ,'orce 
of battalion strength, which will be prepared to ficht its 
tay up the Autobuhn. 

It is suggested that in future to avoid confusion us 
to the meaning of the word 'probe', thin term ohould bo re- 
stricted to the first operation. 



(b) The preparation of neccnuary VVUfti KIHCJJOM 
supporting p] mis for -I'rtADE WIND, which is all 
that haa at present been rcqueoted by (lenoral 
NORI.TAD,* following approval by the Clilefo of litaff 
of the TRADE • INit ordero produced by C-in-0 ;AOR. 

(e) The forwardlnc to flcnorul MOHSTAIi of uny commento 
the Chiefo of Staff moy wish to make at this 
otaee on the general concept of the pJnno and their 
wider impJientiono. 

6. C-ln-C ?.AOR'b Orders for Operation fflKIS STYL E - 

The orders for the nnuombly of the l-'orco conform to 
Oeneral NORSTAD's lnt.truotiono approved by the Clilefu of 
3tnff and are agreed imbject to pirn below. 

7. C-ln-C IVVOK'b Orders for Operation TK .tiW tVIWU x 

The orders for the acsembly end training of the force 
conform to Oeneral NOfci-TAD'o directive 5 ' arid ere agreed 
as a basis for any further planning, if thin uliould prove 
necessary. However, tho MYG OAK Planning foam disayree 
on whether the Force should be allowed to leave tho Auto- 
bahn. Prom the military point of view, if the force is 
reotrictod t6 tho uutobuhn .it will have oven loos ehunce of 
achieving its, object. 
Further Comment:. 

8. There is one mutter concerning both theue oremtionu 
which re(|ire8 clarification, namely the approximate time 
which it would take to launch the I'RV-ii; ■ .'A* Y J •.'3 Force und 
how eoon after that the TRaIjE wiHC T'oreo could lie launched. 

Oener.il NORSTAD haa entlm., tod~th.it the initial wround 
Prnbe (FREE 3TYLfi). would take novon days to launch. I'he 
Chlofo of Utaff noted thlu without coi.mient. However, it 
could be argued that the initial probe would bo of little 
use unleso it could be launched Jninediakely ground access 
along the Autobahn had boon fonti-intnil. 



i 008(59)173 
- C08(*0)1fl7 
x 008(60)169 



R C03.5.^5/21/)j/r.O 

=. con(5'J)292 



TOP SECRET 



On the aeoumption that both operations FREE STYLE and 
TRADE WIND minht be required aa quickly ao possible once 
teeesa had been closed, it Is suggested that Oeneral NORSTAD 
be Invited to examine the minimum time which would be 
required to launch tooth FREE STYLE nnd TRAD*! WIND forces. 

tlder Inrollcatlona of the TRADE VfIND Operation 

9. One of the uime" of the more elaborate ground force 
operation la "to compel the Soviets to face the unmistakable 
lunlnence of general war". 

I 10. The Chiefs of Stuff havo enrtoraod the viowo* that the 
Hussions would be more likely to resort to paaaivo measures 
Rich aa the removal of the bridge over the ELBE, or any 
ether of the forty eoven brldgeo. between the frontier and 
BERLIN. In thla event the force could not of itself restore 

■ tceeea to BERLIN, nor would its obstruction In these circum- 
stances provide the unmistakable imminence of general war; 
the probable result would be a military debacle. 

11. It is now known* that the Germans favour nn airlift 
iii against an armed advance up the Autobahn, and in view 
of this coupled with our own misgivings about the proposed 
tRADK WIND Operation, It is recommended that the Chiefs of 

J Staff should review their decision to approve the eoncopt. 
It cannot be regarded aa a oorioun military operation, and if 
physically blocked "fore and aft" would place the force in 
en ignominious position, from which it would bo difficult to 

| extricate It. 

tlon 



12. It Is recommended that tho Chief u of stuff: - 



Inform C-in-C BAOR of their approval of hie 
TRADE WIND orders nnd inotruct him to develop any 
supporting plans, If neceaoary, in conjunction 
with the Ministry of Dcfonce. 



(1) Ask him to rc-exnmlne tho minimum time which 
would bo required to prepare both the FREE 
• iBTYLG and TRADK WIND operations once the 
decision to launch thorn had been made. 

(11) Inform him that if operation TRADE WIND woe 
ordered it would be militarily unsound to 
restrict the force to the Autobahn. 

(Hi) Inform him they nro now firmly of tho opinion 
that the implementation of thu TRADE WIND 
operation no envlsugnd wowld ho unlikely to 
achiovo itn aiino and would probably ronult in 
a military debacle. 
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